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LESSON	#1	-	TRUTH	IN	ALLEGORY	

In	the	last	seminar,	(“The	Restrainer	and	the	Iran	Deal”),	I	concluded	that	with	the	signing	of	the	
Iran	Deal	that	the	“Restrainer”	as	mentioned	in	II	Thessalonians	2:5-7	had	been	taken	out	of	the	
way,	therefore,	releasing	the	spirit	of	lawlessness	to	break	forth	upon	the	world	and	with	him	
the	antichrist.		The	removal	of	the	“Restrainer”	was	happening	in	the	heavenly	realms,	and	the	
Iran	Deal	was	mirroring	on	earth	what	was	taking	place	in	the	heavens.		The	main	application	of	
this	teaching	was	that	we	are	moving	into	the	final	period	of	this	age	known	as	the	“end-times”.		
Prior	to	giving	the	last	seminar,	the	Holy	Spirit	made	known	to	me	on	September	28th	that	I	
should	prepare	a	third	seminar	and	that	this	time	it	should	be	on	Revelation	chapter	12.			We	
prayed	together	about	my	preparations	for	it,	but	also	encouraged	everyone	present	to	pray	
into	this	chapter	as	well	and	seek	revelation	from	the	Spirit	of	God.		Therefore,	as	we	enter	into	
these	few	hours	together,	it	is	my	prayer	that	the	Holy	Spirit	will	be	adding	insights	to	what	I	
have	already	received	through	the	contributions	of	one	another.		

The	title	of	this	seminar,	“Securing	a	Hiding	Place,”	highlights	what	has	become	for	me	the	chief	
blessing	of	this	study.		Moving	into	the	“end-times”	is	a	fearful	thought.		It	is	as	if	we	are	
entering	into	the	book	of	Revelation	itself.		Our	prophetic	future	has	now	become	our	present.		
I	believe	the	Holy	Spirit	has	directed	us	to	chapter	12	of	Revelation	because	that	is	where	we	
are	in	our	present	experience.		I	have	the	picture	in	my	mind	of	World	War	II	and	the	Germans	
sending	bombers	over	England.		When	the	air	raid	sirens	would	go	off,	people	would	run	for	the	
shelters.		So	I	have	subconsciously	been	asking	myself,	where	is	my	air	raid	shelter?		In	times	
like	these	we	need	a	hiding	place!		In	the	study	of	this	chapter,	the	Holy	Spirit	has	clarified	for	
me	where	I	will	find	a	hiding	place	in	the	days	and	months	ahead.		I	found	that	very	reassuring.	
Plus,	it	gave	to	me	some	very	practical	answers	on	how	best	to	move	forward	in	confidence.		I	
sense	that	the	Holy	Spirit	wants	to	do	the	same	for	you	who	are	here	as	well	as	for	those	who	
find	themselves	reading	this	manuscript.	

Chapter	twelve	is	a	story	in	three	acts:	1)	verses	1-9	takes	place	in	the	heavenly	realms,	2)	
verses	10-12	is	a	poetic	word	of	transition,	and	3)	verses	13-17	takes	place	on	earth.		The	term	I	
would	use	to	describe	this	story	is	that	of	allegory.		An	allegory	is	a	symbolic	narrative	or	an	
extended	metaphor.		We	are	told	right	from	the	beginning	that	the	first	character	in	the	story,	a	



glorious	woman,	is	a	sign.		The	second	character	mentioned,	the	dragon,	is	also	called	a	sign.		A	
sign	is	a	symbol	that	represents	a	truth.		As	we	progress	through	the	chapter,	it	becomes	
apparent	that	everything	in	it	is	symbolic:		the	stars	in	the	sky,	the	child,	the	wilderness,	the	war	
in	heaven,	the	wings	of	a	great	eagle,	and	the	flood	from	the	dragon’s	mouth.		As	evangelicals,	
it	is	our	conviction	that	we	should	take	the	Bible	literally	whenever	possible,	so	we	struggle	
with	dealing	figuratively	with	the	Scriptures.		It	allows	for	too	much	subjectivity	for	us	to	be	
comfortable	with	it.		Nonetheless,	the	truth	of	the	matter	is	that	the	book	of	Revelation	is	
loaded	with	symbolism,	and	a	literal	approach	doesn’t	always	work.		It	is	the	nature	of	
apocalyptic	literature	to	be	symbolic	or	allegorical.		Think	of	it	this	way:	if	we	literally	interpret	
the	Revelation	as	the	Holy	Spirit	intends	for	us,	then	we	will	interpret	what	is	given	as	allegory	
in	an	allegorical	way.		Whatever	we	may	think	of	the	book	of	Revelation,	be	it	literal	or	
allegorical,	there	is	no	question	that	chapter	12	is	meant	to	be	understood	as	allegory.		All	this	
is	to	say	there	will	be	some	subjectivity	experienced	in	the	mind	and	heart	of	the	interpreter,	if	
we	like	it	or	not,	in	working	out	the	meaning	of	the	symbols.		However,	we	have	the	Holy	Spirit	
to	help	us	interpret	the	symbols.	So,	we	need	to	be	relying	greatly	upon	His	assistance.		It	is	also	
true	that	the	Holy	Spirit	has	us	interpret	Scripture	with	Scripture.		All	these	symbols	find	their	
source	in	Scripture	that	existed	previously.		If	we	stay	within	the	Book,	we	shall	remain	in	a	
position	of	safety	and	truth.	

As	to	the	larger	context	of	the	chapter,	chapter	12	begins	the	second	half	of	Revelation.		Those	
who	have	taken	my	basic	end-times	seminar	will	recall	that	Revelation	is	a	story	which	is	
repeated	a	second	time.		The	first	story	(chapters	1-11)	is	from	the	heavenly	perspective,	and	
the	repeat	of	that	story	(chapters	12-22)	is	from	an	earthly	perspective.				Therefore,	the	author	
uses	chapter	12	as	the	introduction	to	this	earthly	perspective.		One	might	get	a	better	
understanding	of	this	idea	remembering	that	the	first	part	of	the	Revelation	begins	with	a	
picture	of	our	Lord,	which	is	consistent	with	a	heavenly	perspective.		This	second	half	of	the	
book	begins	with	a	picture	of	the	woman	and	the	dragon,	which	we	will	find	is	appropriate	to	
an	earthly	perspective	of	the	end-times.			

In	our	last	seminar,	we	were	learning	about	the	heavenly	realms	and	the	activity	of	the	
principalities	and	powers	as	explained	in	Daniel	10.			Now	as	we	turn	to	chapter	12	of	
Revelation,	we	commence	in	a	manner	in	which	we	concluded.	That	is,	we	begin	our	study	
looking	at	the	supernatural	world	of	the	heavenly	places.		It	is	what	happens	in	the	heavenly	
realms	that	shapes	what	takes	place	here	on	earth.		That	will	be	an	important	concept	to	
remember	as	we	move	through	our	study.	

The	heroine	of	our	story	is	the	glorious	woman	of	verse	1.		The	villain	is	the	red	dragon	that	is	
introduced	in	verse	3.		The	theme	of	the	story	is	persecution.		Chapter	12	provides	for	us	
foundational	truths	concerning	persecution,	which	is	not	only	the	main	theme	of	chapter	12	but	



is	also	probably	the	main	theme	of	the	whole	book.		The	challenge	of	Revelation	to	its	readers	
is	for	them	all	to	become	over-comers.		What	it	is	they	are	overcoming	is	persecution.		As	we	
enter	into	the	end-times,	persecution	becomes	the	possibility	for	us	all.		It	is	with	that	
understanding	that	I	believe	the	Holy	Spirit	chose	our	chapter	of	study	for	today.			

We	might	want	to	rate	this	third	seminar	as	suitable	for	mature	audiences.		Revelation	can	be	
scary.		Many	people	avoid	the	book	because	its	content	makes	them	fearful.		Chapter	12	
describes	a	red	dragon	with	seven	heads,	which	is	scary	enough.		However,	the	most	fearful	
topic	is	the	one	of	persecution.		We	hear	horror	stories	even	today	of	what	people	are	suffering	
in	being	faithful	to	Christ.		When	we	imagine	ourselves	in	similar	circumstances,	our	confidence	
is	shaken.		People	do	their	best	to	avoid	what	is	disagreeable	to	them,	and	when	it	can’t	be	
avoided,	do	their	best	to	deny	it.		As	we	are	aware,	the	majority	of	American	evangelicals	deny	
the	teaching	that	Christians	will	be	going	through	the	Tribulation	and	thus	they	hope	to	miss	
out	on	the	persecution	which	will	be	taking	place	at	that	time.		It	is	actually	that	very	fear	that	
chapter	12	is	seeking	to	address.		Trust	me;	this	seminar	will	help	you	to	set	your	fears	aside.		
Before	the	Lord	often	passes	on	difficult	truths	or	hard	sayings,	He	will	preface	it	with	a	“fear	
not”	or	“don’t	be	afraid”.		Sensing	the	purpose	of	the	Holy	Spirit	in	our	consideration	of	chapter	
12,	I	pass	on	the	same	assurance	to	you	as	well.			

With	those	introductory	thoughts	behind	us,	let	us	now	begin	to	look	into	chapter	12	by	
seeking	to	interpret	the	meaning	of	the	glorious	woman	in	Lesson	#2.	

	

LESSON	#2	–	THE	GLORIOUS	WOMAN	

Chapter	12	begins	by	introducing	to	us	a	woman	who	is	seen	in	heaven	and	called	a	“great	
sign”.		A	sign	is	a	symbol	that	represents	something	else.		The	dragon	is	also	called	a	sign,	but	
the	woman	is	called	a	“great”	sign.		The	woman	is	marvelous	to	behold.		She	is	clothed	with	the	
sun,	which	means	she	would	be	too	bright	to	look	at	directly,	showing	that	her	glory	surpasses	
comprehension.		The	moon	at	her	feet	might	represent	all	the	principalities	and	powers	over	
which	she	rules	supreme.		The	crown	she	wears	speaks	of	her	being	a	person	of	authority,	and	
the	twelve	stars	would	thus	be	describing	how	that	authority	is	distributed.		You	recall	that	
Joseph	had	a	dream	in	which	his	parents	and	brothers	were	represented	by	the	sun,	moon,	and	
stars	(Genesis	37:9-11).		The	overall	impact	of	the	woman’s	description	is	that	this	is	a	very	
impressive	person.	

The	woman	is	pregnant	and	about	to	give	birth	to	a	son	who	“will	rule	all	the	nations	with	an	
iron	scepter”.		This	expression	is	used	elsewhere	in	Revelation	to	describe	Jesus	(see	2:27	and	
19:15)	and	is	a	quote	from	Psalm	2:9.		Therefore,	the	woman	is	clearly	the	mother	of	Jesus	in	



some	manner,	either	literally	or	figuratively.		Of	course,	the	Roman	Catholic	Church	
understands	this	passage	literally	to	be	a	picture	of	the	Virgin	Mary.		It	seems	to	me	that	what	is	
told	about	the	woman	later	in	the	chapter	as	to	her	protection	during	the	end-times	excludes	
the	possibility	of	the	sign	being	about	just	one	individual	who	lived	two	thousand	years	ago.		
Another	suggestion	is	that	the	woman	figuratively	represents	Israel.		It	was	from	out	of	Israel	
that	Jesus	was	born	in	the	line	of	King	David.		The	number	twelve	would	be	appropriate	for	the	
crown	of	stars	since	Israel	corporately	was	made	up	of	the	twelve	tribes.		It	seems	obvious	to	
me	that	Israel	is	the	figurative	meaning	of	this	glorious	woman.		The	question	then	that	needs	
to	be	asked	is	if	this	refers	to	ethnic	Israel	or	spiritual	Israel?		My	interpretation	(which	I	will	
explain	soon)	is	that	this	woman	is	a	symbol	of	spiritual	Israel,	which	would	include	all	the	
people	of	God	in	both	the	Old	and	New	covenants.		In	that	interpretation,	the	twelve	stars	
could	also	make	reference	to	the	twelve	apostles	as	well	as	the	twelve	tribes.		All	who	are	sons	
of	Abraham	by	faith	in	Jesus	Christ	are	of	this	spiritual	Israel	(see	Romans	4).			My	reason	for	
seeing	this	sign	as	referring	to	spiritual	Israel	is	that	in	the	book	of	Revelation	the	apostle	John	
speaks	negatively	towards	ethnic	Israel,	even	though	he	himself	is	a	Jew.		At	the	same	time,	he	
speaks	positively	about	spiritual	Israel	using	Israel	as	a	constant	symbol	of	the	people	of	God	
(see	chapters	7,	14,	and	21).		It	is	to	the	churches	(which	are	the	spiritual	Israel	of	that	time)	
that	the	book	is	addressed	(Revelation	1:4).		At	the	same	time	we	need	to	recognize	that	
Revelation	was	written	during	a	period	of	time	when	ethnic	Jews	were	the	major	source	of	
persecution	for	Christians.		There	is	good	reason	that	John	refers	to	ethnic	Judaism	twice	as	a	
synagogue	of	Satan	(Revelation	2:9;	3:9).		As	we	shall	see	later,	the	woman	is	the	victim	of	
persecution,	not	the	cause	of	it.	

One’s	understanding	of	the	meaning	of	the	woman	shapes	the	interpretation	of	the	passage	
thereafter.		Therefore,	it	might	be	good	to	pause	at	this	point	and	give	opportunity	for	
questions	or	comments	before	we	move	forward.			It	is	not	like	I	can	prove	this	woman	is	
spiritual	Israel,	but	it	is	an	assumption	based	on	my	understanding	of	the	book	as	a	whole.		If	
we	see	that	the	woman	is	spiritual	Israel	(that	is	it	includes	everyone	who	is	in	Christ)	then	
there	is	rich	meaning	for	us	to	be	found	personally	in	this	symbolism.		If,	however,	the	
symbolism	is	limited	to	ethnic	Israel,	it	will	have	value	in	understanding	what	lies	in	store	for	
the	nation	of	Israel	in	the	near	future	but	will	not	be	as	applicable	for	us	individually.		There	is	
much	more	that	needs	to	be	said	about	the	woman	as	taught	in	this	chapter,	but	first	let	us	
allow	for	discussion	about	my	interpretation	about	the	woman	being	spiritual	Israel.	

Our	study	of	Daniel	10	gave	us	a	sense	for	the	existence	of	spiritual	powers	in	the	heavenly	
realms.		Take	note	that	the	woman	of	Revelation	12	is	located	in	heaven,	thus	she	too	dwells	in	
the	heavenly	places.		Of	course,	it	is	true	that	those	who	have	died	in	Christ	are	already	in	
heaven.		This	woman,	therefore,	would	have	representation	in	both	heaven	and	earth.		
However,	the	woman’s	significance	of	being	in	heaven	in	this	case	has	reference	more	to	the	



gospel	truth	that	God	has	raised	us	up	to	be	seated	with	Christ	in	the	heavenly	places	
(Ephesians	2:6).		Not	only	are	we	numbered	among	those	heavenly	powers,	but	being	with	
Christ,	we	too	are	“far	above	all	rule	and	authority,	power	and	dominion,	and	every	name	that	
is	invoked,	not	only	in	the	present	age	but	also	in	the	one	to	come….”	(Ephesians	1:21).		Just	as	
God	has	placed	all	things	“under	His	feet”	(Ephesians	1:22),	so	also	God	has	placed	all	things	
under	our	feet	as	pictured	with	the	moon	under	the	woman’s	feet.		Herein	is	our	position	as	the	
Israel	of	God	in	the	heavenly	places.		We	have	a	status	in	heaven	unequaled	by	any	created	
being!		What	especially	results	from	our	status	is	our	access	to	God.		Our	access	is	created	by	
the	double	fact	that	we	are	seated	with	Christ	and	that	Christ	is	at	the	right	hand	of	God	
(Ephesians	1:20).		The	relational	titles	that	we	have	been	given	all	speak	of	our	privileged	access	
to	God:	sons,	friends,	brother,	bride.		It	is	we	who	are	the	true	queen	of	heaven.		The	great	sign	
of	the	woman	highlights	our	superior	status	both	now	and	for	eternity.		This	is	a	truth	we	will	
come	back	to	again	and	again	in	our	study	of	Revelation	12.	

After	giving	birth	to	a	son,	the	woman	had	to	flee	the	wrath	of	the	dragon.		She	fled	into	the	
“wilderness	to	a	place	prepared	for	her	by	God”	(verse	6).		The	story	of	her	flight	is	picked	up	
again	at	verse	13	and	repeated.		In	verse	14	it	says	she	has,	“a	place	prepared	for	her	in	the	
wilderness,”	and	she	will	be	cared	for	there	for	three	and	a	half	years.		(The	expression	“time,	
times	and	half	a	time”	is	also	used	in	Daniel	12:7,	and	there	it	is	also	interpreted	as	three	and	a	
half	years.)		Back	in	verse	6	it	says	the	woman	would	be	taken	care	of	for	1260	days,	which	is	
another	way	of	saying	three	and	a	half	years	(that	works	out	on	the	basis	of	a	year	being	360	
days	which	is	probably	using	a	lunar	calendar	instead	of	a	solar	one.		This	is	multiplied	three	and	
a	half	times,	which	equals	1260	days).		Another	way	of	describing	the	same	time	period	is	42	
months	(See	Revelation	11:2-5).		It	is	the	same	period	of	time	assigned	to	the	antichrist	
(Revelation	13:5).		The	story	of	protecting	the	woman	in	the	wilderness	is	described	in	this	case	
with	the	woman	on	earth.		It	is	first	mentioned	within	the	heavenly	realms	but	more	fully	
described	with	the	woman	on	earth.		This	follows	the	principle	that	what	happens	on	earth	first	
was	determined	by	events	in	the	heavenly	places.			

We	will	consider	later	the	symbolic	meaning	of	the	“wilderness”	where	the	woman	hides	from	
the	wrath	of	the	dragon.		However,	for	the	moment	the	woman’s	flight	reminds	me	of	the	
words	of	our	Lord	that	the	people	of	Judah	should	flee	to	the	mountains	when	Jerusalem	is	
surrounded	by	armies	(Luke	21:20).			The	mountains	sound	synonymous	with	the	wilderness	in	
that	both	are	isolated	places	ideal	for	hiding.		This	need	for	the	flight	of	ethnic	Israel	in	the	end-
times	is	a	picture	of	the	need	for	the	flight	and	protection	of	spiritual	Israel	as	well.		We	will	
look	more	closely	at	God’s	protection	for	the	woman	when	we	consider	the	topic	of	
persecution.			



In	the	last	verse	of	the	chapter,	the	dragon	goes	off	to	wage	war	“against	the	rest	of	her	
offspring”.		The	symbol	of	offspring	should	also	be	taken	figuratively,	which	I	believe	refers	to	
those	Christians	who	for	whatever	reason	are	not	being	as	obviously	protected	as	the	woman.		
As	an	aside,	this	final	bit	of	symbolism	could	be	used	to	argue	that	the	woman	is	actually	ethnic	
Israel	and	the	offspring	are	Christians.		While	I	personally	don’t	think	that	is	the	case,	I	do	
recognize	the	logic	of	the	argument.			

In	summary,	the	chapter	is	seen	as	highlighting	the	great	status	of	Christians	in	the	heavenly	
places,	the	desire	of	the	dragon	to	destroy	them,	and	the	protective	work	of	God	in	sheltering	
the	people	of	God	from	the	wrath	of	the	dragon.		We	have	yet	to	determine	if	the	protecting	
work	of	God	means	that	those	protected	are	kept	from	persecution	or	protected	from	yielding	
to	the	temptations	of	persecution.		What	is	important	is	that	she	is	not	moved	from	out	of	her	
position	and	status	in	the	heavenly	places	by	the	wrath	of	the	dragon.		The	story	of	chapter	12	
is	how	the	people	of	God	overcome	the	dragon	by	the	protective	work	of	God.			

	

LESSON	#3	–	THE	RED	DRAGON	

The	second	sign	in	heaven	that	appears	in	chapter	12	is	the	seven	headed	dragon.		The	meaning	
of	the	symbol	is	clearly	stated	in	verse	9.		The	dragon	is	the	ancient	serpent	that	was	in	the	
Garden	of	Eden,	who	is	also	known	as	the	devil	or	Satan.		He	is	the	villain	of	our	story	and	the	
root	from	which	the	antichrist	and	false	prophet	arise	(see	chapter	13).		The	main	message	
about	the	devil	is	that	he	is	the	cause	of	all	the	persecution	of	God’s	people	from	ancient	times	
up	through	the	present.	

The	symbolism	of	a	dragon	communicates	that	the	devil	is	both	evil	and	powerful.		The	color	
red	likewise	depicts	sin.		The	seven	heads	and	crowns	are	defined	for	us	in	chapter	17.		It	would	
appear	the	seven	heads	of	the	antichrist	are	the	same	seven	heads	of	the	devil.		If	that	be	the	
case,	then	the	seven	heads	represent	seven	Middle	East	empires	that	go	back	into	ancient	time	
up	through	the	Islamic	one.		It	would	take	another	seminar	to	explain	all	the	background	
information.		(See	THE	MIDEAST	BEAST	by	Joel	Richardson	for	further	study).		What	we	are	to	
understand	for	the	moment	in	this	seminar	is	that	all	these	earthly	kingdoms	take	their	DNA	
from	the	devil.		The	ten	horns,	we	also	learn	from	chapter	17,	are	ten	kings	that	give	their	
authority	to	the	antichrist	in	the	end-times.		It	is	this	combination	of	political	powers	that	
together	will	be	used	by	the	devil	to	persecute	the	people	of	God.	

As	part	of	the	introduction	to	the	dragon,	the	Holy	Spirit	says	that	his	tail	swept	a	third	of	the	
stars	out	of	the	sky	and	flung	them	to	earth	(verse	4).		Stars	in	Revelation	are	often	symbolic	of	
angels	(1:20).			It	is	believed	that	this	expression	of	removing	a	third	of	the	stars	has	reference	



to	the	fall	of	Satan	himself	prior	to	the	Creation	at	which	time	he	caused	other	angelic	beings	to	
fall	with	him.		While	we	don’t	know	much	of	his	history,	we	do	know	that	his	future	is	in	the	
lake	of	fire.		Possibly	Isaiah	14:12-15	and	Ezekiel	28:11-17	have	reference	to	Satan’s	past.		What	
Revelation	12	is	letting	us	know	about	Satan’s	past	was	that	he	was	at	one	time	extremely	
powerful.	

However,	the	great	power	of	Satan	has	been	radically	changed	because	of	the	coming	of	the	
male	child	to	the	glorious	woman.		The	apostle	does	not	think	it	necessary	in	an	allegory	to	
provide	a	summary	of	our	Lord’s	death	and	resurrection	but	simply	identifies	him	by	the	
prophetic	reference	to	Psalm	2:9.		Nevertheless,	because	of	our	Lord’s	life	and	work,	the	
balance	of	power	shifted	in	the	heavenly	realms.		Michael	was	able	to	defeat	the	dragon	by	the	
same	power	and	authority	now	available	to	us.		The	Scriptures	say	that	the	Son	came	to	defeat	
the	works	of	the	devil	(I	John	3:8).		As	a	result	of	the	cross	and	the	resurrection	of	Jesus,	He,	
“disarmed	the	powers	and	authorities,	He	made	a	public	spectacle	of	them,	triumphing	over	
them	by	the	cross”	(Colossians	2:15).		All	this	resulted	in	the	devil	being	kicked	out	of	heaven.		
As	the	apostle	explains	it,	the	devil	lost	his	“place	in	heaven”	(verse	8).	

It	is	important	for	our	considerations	later	to	take	time	now	to	examine	further	the	concept	of	
the	devil’s	“place	in	heaven”.		According	to	12:10,	the	devil’s	place	in	heaven	was	as	the	accuser	
of	the	brethren.		In	legal	terms	he	would	be	called	the	prosecutor	of	heaven’s	court.		In	the	
book	of	Job	(chapters	1	and	2),	we	are	given	a	picture	of	Satan	functioning	in	his	role	as	accuser.		
But	now,	because	of	Jesus,	the	devil	lost	his	“place”	in	the	heavenly	realms.		It	was	his	role	of	
accuser	that	gave	him	access	to	God.		It	was	24/7	access.		Such	great	access	made	him	a	most	
influential	and	powerful	being	in	heaven’s	court.		The	amazing	truth	of	it	all	is	that	at	the	same	
time	that	the	devil	lost	his	place	of	access	to	God,	we	were	given	our	place	of	24/7	access	to	
God.	Is	it	any	wonder	that	Satan	hates	us	so	much?	

The	apostle	Paul	in	Romans	8	applies	this	great	change	in	the	heavenly	realms	when	he	says,	
“What,	then,	shall	we	say	in	response	to	these	things?		If	God	is	for	us,	who	can	be	against	us?”		
Before	the	cross,	the	answer	to	that	question	was	Satan.		Since	the	cross	the	answer	to	that	
question	is	no	one.		“Who	will	bring	any	charge	against	those	whom	God	has	chosen?		It	is	God	
who	justifies.		Who	then	is	the	one	who	condemns?		No	one”	(8:31-16).	The	prosecutor	of	
heaven	has	been	kicked	out	of	court!	

In	chapter	12	of	Revelation,	the	story	of	the	dragon	in	heaven	before	he	was	kicked	out	is	found	
in	verses	3-9.		In	verses	13-17,	the	dragon’s	story	is	told	from	the	time	he	found	himself	limited	
to	earth.		It	is	important	to	recognize	this	change	of	location.		With	the	change	of	scene	to	
earth,	the	timing	also	moves	forward	to	the	end-times.		It	is	the	use	of	this	three	and	a	half	year	
period	that	lets	us	know	the	time	frame	that	is	now	being	addressed.		What	is	especially	
highlighted	during	the	end-times	is	the	devil’s	rage.		He	knows	that	his	time	is	short	(just	three	



and	a	half	more	years)	so	his	fury	knows	no	bounds.		His	fury	is	directed	at	the	woman	(people	
of	God).		He	seeks	to	wipe	her	out,	but	God	sees	to	it	that	she	is	protected.	

There	are	three	applications	we	should	be	gaining	from	this	story.		The	first	is	that	the	devil’s	
power	is	not	what	it	used	to	be.		The	second	is	that	in	the	end-times	we	are	going	to	see	a	great	
increase	of	satanic	activity	as	a	working	out	of	the	devil’s	anger.		Lastly,	God	will	be	protecting	
the	people	of	God	through	it	all.		We	will	need	to	define	biblically	what	is	meant	by	protection	
in	the	next	lesson.		It	is	not	that	we	won’t	be	feeling	the	devil’s	fury.		What	I	want	us	to	consider	
at	this	point	is	the	way	the	devil’s	fury	is	to	be	manifested.	

The	devil’s	fury	in	the	end-times	is	manifested	through	the	person	of	the	antichrist.		Notice	that	
chapter	13	begins	with	the	words	“the	dragon	stood	on	the	shore	of	the	sea”.		It	is	a	picture	of	
Satan	bringing	into	existence	his	“incarnation”	of	himself,	the	antichrist.		It	is	through	the	
antichrist	that	Satan	spews	out	his	fury	against	the	people	of	God	(13:7).		It	is	not	our	purpose	
today	to	enter	into	a	discussion	about	the	antichrist,	but	rather	to	see	the	devil’s	role	and	
purpose	in	bringing	this	man	into	prominence	and	authority.		Whatever	the	antichrist	might	
appear	to	be	externally,	his	true	agenda	is	to	destroy	the	people	of	God.		He	is	still	a	prosecutor	
at	heart,	and	he	is	out	to	destroy	all	that	God	loves.	

Let	me	conclude	this	lesson	by	returning	to	Romans	8.		Paul	asks,	“who	shall	separate	us	from	
the	love	of	Christ?.....For	I	am	convinced	that	neither	death	nor	life,	neither	angels	nor	demons,	
neither	the	present	nor	the	future,	nor	any	powers,	neither	height	nor	depth,	nor	anything	else	
in	all	creation,	will	be	able	to	separate	us	from	the	love	of	God	that	is	in	Christ	Jesus	our	Lord”	
(38-39).		Now,	that	is	genuine	eternal	security	in	the	face	of	the	devil’s	fury.	

At	this	point,	let	us	take	another	few	moments	for	your	questions	or	comments	prior	to	the	
break.	

	

LESSON	#4	–	PERSECUTION’S	TEMPTATION	

It	was	mentioned	in	the	first	lesson	that	the	theme	of	the	story	in	Revelation	12	was	
persecution.		In	addition	to	the	allegory	of	the	dragon’s	attempts	to	destroy	the	glorious	
woman,	verses	10-12	share	with	us	specifically	how	to	respond	victoriously	to	persecution.		We	
will	consider	those	verses	in	our	next	lesson,	but	first,	it	would	be	helpful	to	gain	a	larger	
perspective	as	to	the	satanic	purpose	behind	persecution.		You	will	recall	that	we	considered	
previously	that	the	lofty	position	of	the	believer	was	that	he	or	she	has	been	raised	up	with	
Christ	at	the	right	hand	of	God	far	above	all	principalities	and	powers	in	the	heavenly	places.		It	
is	the	devil’s	goal	to	remove	us	from	that	heavenly	position.	



In	the	passage	I	quoted	from	Romans	8,	the	apostle	tells	us	that	nothing	can	separate	us	from	
the	love	of	God,	neither	angels	nor	demons	or	any	such	thing.		That	promise	includes	being	
moved	out	of	our	heavenly	status	with	Christ.		Satan	cannot	do	it.		No	one	can.		That	is	the	true	
meaning	of	eternal	security	because	this	secure	state	is	forever	ours.		The	question	has	been	
asked,	“if	nothing	external	to	ourselves	has	the	power	to	remove	us	from	our	status	in	Christ,	is	
it	possible	that	we	could	remove	ourselves?”		Moving	away	from	our	heavenly	position	is	called	
apostasy.		It	is	the	conviction	of	our	southern	religious	culture	that	apostasy	by	a	genuine	
follower	of	Christ	is	impossible.		“Nominal	Christians	might	fall	away,	but	not	those	who	have	
truly	tasted	of	the	things	of	God!”		Most	of	us	have	entered	into	that	controversy	at	one	time	or	
another	and	have	learned	over	time	how	to	avoid	getting	into	an	argument	over	it.		It	is	not	just	
in	the	south	where	the	denial	of	apostasy	is	considered	basic	doctrine	of	Christianity,	but	it	is	a	
common	belief	throughout	the	States.		I	wouldn’t	bring	up	the	topic	except	that	it	is	an	
important	consideration	when	thinking	about	persecution.	

The	challenge	that	is	presented	to	believers	from	the	book	of	Revelation	is	that	they	become	
over-comers.		The	over-comer	is	the	one	who	maintains	his	faith	in	the	face	of	persecution.		
Satan	obviously	sees	apostasy	as	a	possibility	since	his	goal	in	persecuting	the	saints	is	to	get	
them	to	move	out	of	their	position	in	Christ.		To	this	end,	he	uses	temptation,	deceit,	and	fear.		
Often	he	uses	a	combination	of	all	three.		Persecution	uses	the	fear	tactic	against	believers	to	
get	them	to	leave	their	secure	position	in	Christ.		What	the	Lord	asks	of	us	is	that	we	will	
instead	stand	our	ground,	and	“having	done	everything,	to	stand”	(Ephesians	6:12).		As	they	say	
in	IHOP,	“if	you	don’t	quit,	you	win!”	

Living	in	America	has	been	an	exceptional	situation	relative	to	persecution.		For	generations	we	
have	been	able	to	live	free	of	it.		America	was	founded	with	the	promise	of	religious	liberty,	
which	means	in	practice	that	people	are	not	to	be	persecuted	for	their	religious	convictions.		As	
a	former	pastor,	I	don’t	think	I	ever	preached	a	message	on	the	topic	of	persecution	because	it	
seemed	so	irrelevant	to	the	experience	of	the	person	in	the	pew.		In	the	absence	of	
persecution,	apostasy	was	not	a	common	experience	in	my	generation.			In	Islamic	countries,	by	
contrast,	the	persecution	of	Christians	is	a	certainty.		In	that	environment,	the	rate	of	apostasy	
among	Muslim-background	believers	is	estimated	to	be	seventy	percent.		In	Russia,	another	
place	where	persecution	has	been	fierce,	it	is	a	rare	thing	to	find	any	evangelical	Christian	who	
believes	“once	saved,	always	saved,”	which	is	significant	when	one	is	aware	that	the	word	for	
evangelical	in	Russia	is	“Baptist.”	

One	of	the	changes	that	is	taking	place	in	America	is	that	it	is	no	longer	necessary	to	be	
religious	to	be	accepted.		Our	society	is	quickly	becoming	secular.		Nominal	Christians	
(Christians	in	name	only)	are	beginning	to	leave	the	churches,	so	that	statistically	Christians	are	
fast	becoming	a	minority.		However,	the	exodus	is	not	just	among	nominal	people.		Immorality	



is	on	the	up-swing	with	the	growth	of	internet	pornography,	the	gay	life-style,	and	free	sex.		
The	temptation	level	has	risen	considerably	and	is	climbing.		The	lies	of	the	devil	are	also	on	the	
increase	that	undermine	our	faith,	such	as	the	government	sponsored	teaching	against	
Creation.		Instead	of	an	environment	that	encourages	belief	in	God	and	the	faith	of	our	fathers,	
the	American	culture	is	becoming	hostile	to	Christianity.		Therefore,	we	are	beginning	to	see	
more	and	more	people	leaving	the	faith.		It	would	appear	that	in	America	we	are	entering	an	
age	of	apostasy	but	is	still	without	the	pressure	of	persecution.		However,	in	light	of	all	these	
cultural	changes,	we	are	beginning	to	wonder	how	long	true	religious	freedom	will	last.		
Persecution	is	now	looking	like	a	not	so	distant	possibility.		If	indeed	we	are	entering	into	the	
end-times,	as	I	have	been	suggesting,	then	persecution	is	a	certainty.		The	reason	I	believe	the	
Holy	Spirit	has	guided	me	to	consider	Revelation	12	in	our	end-times	teaching	is	because	
persecution	should	now	become	a	priority	consideration	for	American	Christians.	

The	book	of	Revelation	provides	us	with	strong	teaching	about	persecution.		The	book	is	a	
favorite	among	believers	wherever	persecution	is	common.		Chapter	12	lays	a	foundation	for	an	
understanding	as	to	who	is	the	cause	of	it.		As	the	story	of	persecution	moves	into	chapter	13,	
we	are	told	the	specific	nature	of	persecution	that	can	be	expected	in	the	end-times.		“If	
anyone	is	to	go	into	captivity,	into	captivity	they	will	go.		If	anyone	is	to	be	killed	with	the	
sword,	with	the	sword	they	will	be	killed”	(13:10)	is	a	quote	from	Jeremiah	15:2.		What	this	
verse	means	is	that	some	saints	are	destined	for	a	specific	type	of	persecution,	and	there	is	no	
escaping	it.		Imprisonment	and	execution	is	the	means	that	Satan	will	use	against	the	brethren.		
Execution	by	beheading	is	highlighted	in	Revelation	20:4,	which	surprisingly	we	are	learning	is	a	
favorite	method	of	execution	within	Islam.		Imprisonment	is	not	a	lesser	evil	but	an	even	worse	
condition	in	which	the	enemy	of	our	souls	can	prolong	his	attack	on	our	faith.		The	prayer	of	the	
martyrs	in	Revelation	6:10	under	girds	the	book,	“How	long,	Sovereign	Lord,	holy	and	true,	until	
you	judge	the	inhabitants	of	the	earth	and	avenge	our	blood?”	

The	glorious	woman	of	chapter	12	is	protected	from	the	red	dragon.		Does	that	mean	she	is	
protected	from	persecution?		The	fact	that	she	is	pursued	by	the	dragon	demonstrates	that	she	
is	being	persecuted	by	the	dragon.		His	failure	in	killing	the	woman	does	not	mean	she	is	being	
protected	from	persecution	but	implies	that	the	devil	has	failed	in	his	purpose	in	removing	her	
from	her	position	in	Christ.		Revelation	12:11	is	letting	us	know	that	believers	are	being	killed	
for	their	faith.		The	woman	is	being	protected	in	persecution	rather	than	from	persecution.		In	
our	last	lesson	we	will	consider	how	to	take	the	offensive	against	the	devil	when	being	
persecuted.			

	

LESSON	#5	–	OVERCOMINGTHE	DRAGON	



If	protection	does	not	mean	exemption	from	persecution,	what	then	constitutes	protection?		
The	armor	that	we	are	given	(Ephesians	6)	implies	that	we	will	come	into	spiritual	warfare	with	
the	enemy	of	our	souls.		Protection	in	the	context	of	spiritual	warfare	means	that	we	have	
successfully	withstood	the	enemy’s	attack.		When	the	battle	is	over,	we	are	still	standing.		To	
put	it	another	way,	protection	is	the	provisions	that	God	gives	His	people	to	remain	standing.		
The	over-comer	has	not	left	his	position	in	Christ,	but	in	the	face	of	temptation,	deceit,	and	fear	
has	defeated	the	enemy	in	his	attempts	to	get	him/her	to	remove	themselves.	In	the	allegory,	
the	key	to	the	protection	of	the	woman	was	that	of	hiding	her	in	the	wilderness.		What	
constitutes	the	wilderness	in	Christian	experience?		Where	do	we	find	our	hiding	place?	

The	wilderness	is	mentioned	twice	in	the	story	(verses	6	and	14),	and	it	says	that	it	is	“a	place	
prepared	for	her	by	God.”		In	the	Scriptures,	the	wilderness	plays	a	major	role	in	Israel’s	
narrative.		It	was	in	the	wilderness	that	God	gave	the	Law	to	Israel.		It	was	in	the	wilderness	that	
God	tested	His	people.		It	was	in	the	wilderness	that	the	tabernacle	was	made.		It	was	in	the	
wilderness	that	prophets	were	raised	up	like	John	the	Baptist.		It	was	in	the	wilderness	that	our	
Lord	was	tempted	by	the	devil	for	forty	days.		It	is	in	the	wilderness	that	Jesus	went	alone	to	
pray,	and	the	apostle	Paul	was	taught	by	the	Spirit.		Simply	put,	the	wilderness	is	where	we	go	
to	have	undistracted	devotion	with	God.		The	song	writer	says	“You	are	my	hiding	place.		You	
always	fill	my	soul	with	songs	of	deliverance.		Whenever	I	am	afraid,	I	will	trust	in	You!”			

Part	of	the	experience	of	going	to	the	wilderness	is	being	given	two	wings	of	a	great	eagle	so	
that	we	can	fly	to	the	place	God	has	prepared	for	us	(verse	14).		“Those	that	wait	on	the	Lord	
will	renew	their	strength.		They	will	soar	on	wings	like	eagles;	they	will	run	and	not	grow	weary,	
they	will	walk	and	not	be	faint”	(Isaiah	40:31).		I	suggest	that	the	two	wings	represent	to	us	
prayer.		The	people	of	God	have	been	given	the	wings	of	prayer	so	as	to	rise	up	to	God.		In	
prayer,	we	draw	near	to	God,	and	God	draws	near	to	us.		When	the	enemy	comes	against	us	
like	a	flood,	God	will	put	up	a	standard	against	them.		“Therefore,	let	all	the	faithful	pray	to	you	
while	you	may	be	found;	surely	the	rising	of	mighty	waters	will	not	reach	them”	(Psalm	32:6).		

Most	of	us	have	already	discovered	our	hiding	place	and	are	exercising	our	wings	of	prayer.		
That	place	of	undistracted	devotion	to	the	Lord	becomes	all	the	more	important	as	we	enter	
into	the	end-times.			The	people	of	Judah	are	told	by	our	Lord	to	flee	to	the	mountains	when	
they	see	armies	surrounding	Jerusalem	(Luke	21:20-21).		That	becomes	as	well	a	prophetic	
picture	for	Christians	to	flee	to	their	hiding	place	in	God.		It	is	in	our	prayer	closet	that	we	find	
deliverance	from	the	devil.		Now	is	the	time	to	strengthen	our	use	of	the	place	of	undistracted	
devotion	to	God.		Intimacy	with	God	will	build	for	us	a	fortress	into	which	we	can	go	and	find	
peace	and	safety.			

The	poem	that	is	heard	out	of	heaven	(verses	10-12)	speaks	of	Christians	triumphing	
(overcoming)	over	the	dragon	by	the	blood	of	the	Lamb,		their	testimony,	and	not	shrinking	



from	death.		To	triumph	over	the	devil	means	to	not	give	into	his	fear	tactics.		These	three	
actions	on	the	part	of	the	saints	are	not	telling	us	how	to	escape	persecution	or	even	to	survive	
under	it,	but	how	to	live	above	it.		By	these	three	things,	we	go	on	the	offensive	against	the	
enemy	of	our	souls.		Let	us	look	at	the	third	one	first	since	its	meaning	is	the	clearest.	

To	“not	love	their	lives	so	much	as	to	shrink	from	death”	is	saying	that	these	believers	were	not	
intimidated	by	persecution.		There	are	many	things	worse	than	death.		The	fear	of	death	did	not	
hold	them	captive.		Losing	the	fear	of	death	is	in	itself	a	distinctive	of	Christians	(Hebrews	2:15)	
and	death	having	lost	its	sting	for	us	(I	Corinthians	15:55).		For	death	to	truly	not	hold	us	
captive,	we	need	to	be	live	not	for	this	world	but	for	the	world	to	come.	

Verse	11	also	says	those	who	triumphed	over	the	dragon	did	so	by	the	“word	of	their	
testimony.”		This	means	that	persecution	did	not	silence	the	witness	of	believers.		Where	
persecution	does	silence	the	testimony	of	believers,	the	devil	is	winning	the	battle.		In	the	
Islamic	world,	for	instance,	there	are	an	unknown	number	of	secret	believers	thought	to	be	in	
the	thousands.		Persecution	has	silenced	them.		Even	within	families	believers	aren’t	aware	that	
their	siblings	or	spouse	are	also	believers.		On	the	other	hand,	to	own	one’s	faith	publicly	is	a	
victory	over	the	devil.			

The	third	way	of	triumphing	over	the	dragon	is,	“by	the	blood	of	the	Lamb.”		The	meaning	of	
this	expression	is	not	so	clear	in	this	context.		Many	see	this	as	some	kind	of	talisman;	and,	
therefore,	“plead	the	blood	of	Jesus”	over	areas	of	trouble	or	problems.		It	would	be	like	
making	the	sign	of	the	cross	in	catholic	fashion	for	protection.		Others	see	this	as	a	foundational	
statement	that	our	standing	and	resources	all	come	to	us	by	virtue	of	the	shed	blood	of	Jesus.		
Both	of	the	above	have	value,	but	my	understanding	that	comes	out	of	my	exposure	to	Islam	is	
that	it	is	the	mention	of	the	blood	of	Jesus	that	especially	angers	the	devil.		To	speak	of	the	
blood	of	Jesus	or	the	work	of	the	cross	of	Jesus	in	any	way	is	considered	offensive	to	followers	
of	Islam.		Talking	about	the	blood	of	the	Lamb	“sticks	it	to	the	devil”	so	to	speak.			

Revelation	12:11	is	describing	how	to	face	persecution	head	on	in	a	victorious	way.		This	is	how	
we	beat	the	devil	in	the	end-times	when	he	uses	the	fear	card	of	persecution	against	us.		We	
are	to	talk	about	the	blood	of	Jesus,	make	a	public	stand	for	Him,	and	not	be	intimidated	by	the	
threats	of	death.		Of	course,	all	this	is	easier	said	than	done	especially	among	us	who	live	in	
relative	safety	in	America.		It	is	not	our	place	to	criticize	the	secrecy	of	those	living	under	
persecution	but	to	pray	for	them.		My	prayer	daily	is	that	God	would	comfort	those	who	are	
suffering	for	Jesus	and	to	provide	for	them.		In	addition	we	should	also	pray	that	God	would	
encourage	them	(that	is	to	put	courage	in	them).		The	importance	of	courage	in	the	end-times	
is	highlighted	in	Revelation	21:7-8	“Those	who	are	victorious	will	inherit	all	this,	and	I	will	be	
their	God	and	they	will	be	my	children.		But	the	cowardly,	the	unbelieving,	the	vile,	the	
murderers…..”		the	list	of	sins	continues,	but	notice	that	at	the	head	of	the	list	of	sinners	is	the	



“cowardly.”			Living	and	walking	in	the	Spirit	is	what	turns	cowards	into	courageous	people.		
Living	and	walking	in	the	light	makes	the	weak	strong.		Intimacy	with	God	in	prayer	makes	the	
faint-hearted	bold.		All	these	disciplines	of	the	Christian	life	need	to	be	ours	now	before	we	find	
ourselves	in	battle	with	the	dragon.		The	admonitions	of	Christ	to	the	seven	churches	
(Revelation	2	and	3)	were	seeking	to	do	just	that.	

The	final	sentence	of	chapter	12	summarizes	the	lifestyle	of	those	who	will	triumph	over	the	
persecutions	of	the	dragon,	“those	who	keep	God’s	commands	and	hold	fast	their	testimony	
about	Jesus.”		One	of	the	benefits	of	recognizing	that	we	have	indeed	moved	into	the	end-times	
is	that	such	knowledge	will	assist	and	motivate	us	to	live	an	uncompromising	life	in	Christ	now	
and	build	Christian	character	that	will	enable	us	to	stand	tall	when	under	threat.		Consider	
every	day	in	which	our	Christian	liberties	are	extended	as	grace	to	be	training	like	an	athlete	for	
the	battle	to	come.		Don’t	waste	any	of	it.		The	spirit	of	antichrist	and	lawlessness	is	moving	our	
way.		The	red	dragon	knows	that	his	time	is	short.		That	knowledge	is	an	advantage	to	him.		
That	same	knowledge	God	is	imparting	to	us.		Our	time	is	short.		Live	like	it.	

This	concludes	our	third	in	the	series	of	end-times	seminars.		When	first	inspired	to	have	a	
seminar	on	the	Iran	Deal,	I	didn’t	expect	to	have	a	second	one.		The	thought	of	a	third	one	was	
even	more	of	a	surprise.		However,	these	past	few	months	have	been	especially	informative	for	
me	as	the	Holy	Spirit	has	seen	fit	to	give	me	revelation	about	our	times.		I	have	loved	this	
experience	of	being	on	the	receiving	end	of	revelation.		Hopefully	as	events	unfold,	the	Holy	
Spirit	will	be	pleased	to	give	us	all	the	spirit	of	wisdom	and	revelation.		I	cannot	promise	you	
more	end-times	seminars	in	the	New	Year.		Let	us	wait	together	on	God	and	see	what	He	
provides.		In	the	meantime,	let	us	live	up	to	the	knowledge	He	has	given	us.		The	promise	is	that	
if	we	use	what	He	gives	us,	He	will	give	us	more.			

	

John	A.	Harvey	
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